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I.   Introductory Items


CALL TO ORDER:


President, Brian Korbobo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and a subsequent moment of silence.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT:

Brian Korbobo read the following statement:

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied with the notice requirements by advertising in The Express Times and The Star- Ledger posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and place of the meeting.  

ROLL CALL

Present




Absent



 


President, Brian Korbobo


Loretta Reed
Vice-President, Jennifer Pettinelli
Elyse Fahey
Lisa LaCaruba

Robert Melick








Bernadette Preiss
Others Present

Seth Cohen, Chief School Administrator
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary

Robert Merryman, Board Attorney

Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance
Silent Meditation

President Brian Korbobo read the District Mission Statement:
The mission of the Alpha Public School is to provide every student with the opportunity to receive a high quality education, in a small, personal, caring, safe and positive environment in which all students at all grade levels achieve the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. In partnership with the parents and the community, a competent and dedicated staff guides students to develop confidence and become productive and contributing members of a constantly changing society.
II.
PRESENTATIONS
None
III.
APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES

Motion made by _______________, seconded by ______________, to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2017 work session.




Motion tabled until the September meeting.
Motion made by _______________, seconded by ______________, to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2017 executive session.


Motion tabled until the September meeting.
Motion made by _______________, seconded by ______________, to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2017 regular meeting.




Motion tabled until the September meeting.
Motion made by _______________, seconded by ______________, to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2017 executive session.




Motion tabled until the September meeting.
Motion made by Jennifer Pettinelli, seconded by Robert Melick, to approve the minutes of the July 27, 2017 regular meeting.


Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
IV.
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD
Jennifer Pettinelli told the Board that she attended a NJSBA meeting in which the primary topics were social media and a new Superintendent evaluation tool.  
V.
OLD BUSINESS
Elyse Fahey said that, pursuant to the discussion revolving around the shared agreement with the Phillisburg School District for CST services, she felt the Board should conduct an anonymous survey of the staff and the appropriate parents to get a better understanding as to how Phillipsburg is meeting the needs of the students.  The results of said survey could then be discussed with an ad hoc committee for review.
VI.
MONTHLY REPORTS OF BOARD SECRETARY AND TREASURER

Motion made by Lisa LaCaruba, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of the monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of July 2017 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education certifies that as of July 31, 2017, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

VII.
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS/LIST OF BILLS

Motion made by Jennifer Pettinelli, seconded by Lisa LaCaruba, to approve the July 28, 2017 through August 22, 2017 current expense bill list for check numbers 17798 to 17828 totaling $140,651.27.



Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote

VIII.
PUBLIC INPUT

None

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Robert Melick, to adopt the following resolution to enter into executive session at 7:13 p.m.  This executive session is expected to last about 90 minutes.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is Personnel, Negotiations, Student Issues, and/or Legal Matters.
It is anticipated that action pursuant to this executive session will not be taken.




Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 permits

the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Alpha Borough Board of

Education, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows:


1.
The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the



specified subject matter.


2.
It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made



public upon resolution of all information discussed.

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

X.
RECONVENE

Motion made by Bernadette Preiss, seconded by Jennifer Pettinelli, to reconvene the meeting to public session at 8:53 p.m.



Motion carried by unanimous voice vote
XI.
CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Mr. Cohen said that the teaching staff would all be back on Friday, September 1st for a full day of training.
Mr. Cohen told the Board the SennSysCo has been in the building throughout August working on technical maintenance and issues. 

Mr. Cohen reported that the district has had multiple summer registrations bringing the current student population to 206.

Mr. Cohen stated that Collen O’Brien has resigned from her aide position and that an aide would be hired to fill her spot.

Mr. Cohen requested that the Board allow him to conduct a clothing drive for the first few days of school to benefit the victims of the Houston flooding.  The Board agreed. 

Mr. Cohen said that Back to School night would now be held on September 18th.


ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.  


Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Bernadette Preiss, to approve the following board affairs agenda items 1.1 through 1.4.


Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voted in the affirmative with Elyse Fahey abstaining from motion 1.1.
1.1 To approve the curriculum as presented. 
1.2 To approve the NJDOE School Self-Assessment for Determining Grades under the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act for the period of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. 
1.3 To approve the first reading and adoption of the following policies and regulations:
· Policy & Regulation 1240: Evaluation of Superintendent

· Policy & Regulation 3126: District Mentoring Program

· Policy & Regulation 3221: Evaluation of Teachers

· Policy & Regulation 3222: Evaluation of Teaching Staff Members, Excluding Teachers and Administrators

· Policy & Regulation 3223: Evaluation of Administrators, Excluding Principals, Vice Principals and Assistant Principals

· Policy & Regulation 3224: Evaluation of Principals, Vice Principals and Assistant Principals

· Policy & Regulation 3240: Professional Development for Teachers and School Leaders

· Policy & Regulation 5610: Suspension

· Policy 5620: Expulsion

· Policy 8505: Local Wellness Policy/Nutrient Standards for Meals and Other Foods

· Policy 8550: Unpaid Meal Charges/Outstanding Food Service Charges

1.4 To approve the first reading of the following policies and regulations:
· Policy 1511: Board of Education Website Accessibility

· Policy & Regulation 7424: Bed Bugs

· Policy 7461: District Sustainability Policy
Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Motion made by Robert Melick, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve the following business affairs agenda items 2.1 through 2.2.

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.  
2.1 To approve SennSysCo LLC to provide technology services at $70.00 per hour during the 2017-18 school year.
2.2 To resolve, in accordance with the Public Schools Contract Law, N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1 et. seq., that the Alpha Board of Education approves the award of the project for Air Conditioning Upgrades at Alpha Public Schools, which was bid and opened on July 13, 2017, to Direct Digital Control Systems, Inc. as the lowest bidder, with a Base Bid of $195,000.00 and a Bid on the Alternate to Base Bid 1 of $5,300, for a total of $200,300.00, with the bid being reviewed by the School Business Administrator and Board Attorney and having been found to be fully responsible and free from material defect. 
The Board further authorizes the Board President and/or School Business Administrator to execute a contract on the Board’s behalf with Direct Digital Control Systems, Inc. 

Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Lisa LaCaruba, to approve the following personnel affairs agenda items 3.1, 3.2 and 3.5.

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.
*Motions tabled for further discussion.  
3.1 To approve the list of substitute teachers for the 2017-18 school year as presented. 

3.2 To approve Katherine Von Uchtup as a substitute teacher for the 2017-18 school year. 

3.3 To approve the merit goals for Seth Cohen as presented.

3.4 To hire Lori Walker as Supervisor of Instruction for the 2017-18 school year at an annual salary of $80,000 pending proof of appropriate certification.
3.5 To approve Patricia Cote as a Library/Media/Tech teacher for the 2017-18 school year, beginning on 9/1/17 through 12/31/17, for 4 days per week at a daily rate of $105.  

Consent Agenda Motion:  SCHOOL AFFAIRS

Motion made by Robert Melick, seconded by Jennifer Pettinelli, to approve the following school affairs agenda items 4.1 through 4.5.
Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voted in the affirmative with Jennifer Pettinelli abstaining from motion 4.1.
4.1 To approve the placement of the identified students in the Cambridge School for the 2017-18 school year at an annual tuition rate of $46,920 per student.

4.2 To approve a contract for the 2017-18 school year with the State of New Jersey Department of Human Services Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired to provide Education Level 1 services to the identified student at a cost of $1,900

4.3 To approve a 2017-2018 tuition contract with the Warren County Technical School for 16 students at an annual tuition rate of $3,800 per student, a transportation cost of $400 per student minus a FY16 adjustment of $48,480, for a total of $18,720.
4.4 To approve a 2017-2018 tuition contract with the Phillipsburg School District for 83 students at an annual tuition rate of $14,939 per student, plus a FY16 adjustment of $26,415, for a total of $1,266,352.
4.5 To approve a revision to the 2017-18 school year calendar. 
XII. 
NEW BUSINESS

The Board decided to reschedule the September 7th work session to September 13th.
XIII.
PUBLIC INPUT

None
XIV.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. on a motion by Bernadette Preiss, seconded by Elyse Fahey.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim Mantz

Business Administrator/ Board Secretary
 

1
PAGE  
7

