ALPHA BOROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION

Regular Meeting Minutes – November 21, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

Approved December 19, 2017
ALPHA BOROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION

Regular Meeting Minutes-November 21, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

December 19, 2017

I.   Introductory Items


CALL TO ORDER:


Vice-President, Jennifer Pettinelli called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and asked everyone to please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and a subsequent moment of silence.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT:

Jennifer Pettinelli read the following statement:

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied with the notice requirements by advertising in The Express Times and The Star- Ledger posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and place of the meeting.  

ROLL CALL

Present




Absent



 


Vice-President, Jennifer Pettinelli
President, Brian Korbobo

Travis Conway

Elyse Fahey
Lisa LaCaruba

Robert Melick








Loretta Reed
Others Present

Seth Cohen, Chief School Administrator
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary

Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance
Silent Meditation

Vice-President Jennifer Pettinelli read the District Mission Statement:
The mission of the Alpha Public School is to provide every student with the opportunity to receive a high quality education, in a small, personal, caring, safe and positive environment in which all students at all grade levels achieve the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. In partnership with the parents and the community, a competent and dedicated staff guides students to develop confidence and become productive and contributing members of a constantly changing society.
II.
SWEARING IN OF NEW BOARD MEMBER
Travis Conway was sworn in before the beginning of the meeting.
III.
APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES

Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Robert Melick, to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2017 work session.



Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Robert Melick, to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2017 executive session.


Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Robert Melick, to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2017 regular meeting.



Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Robert Melick, to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2017 executive session.



Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Robert Melick, to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2017 work session.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
IV.
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD
None
V.
OLD BUSINESS
Seth Cohen said that the school survey had been distributed and that a few responses have already been received. 
VI.
MONTHLY REPORTS OF BOARD SECRETARY AND TREASURER

Motion made by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of the monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of September 2017 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education certifies that as of September 30, 2017, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

Motion made by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of the monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of October 2017 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education certifies that as of October 31, 2017, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

VII.
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS/LIST OF BILLS

Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Loretta Reed, to approve the September 20, 2017 through October 24, 2017 current expense bill list for check numbers 17875 to 17934 totaling $515,426.84.



Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote

Motion made by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve the October 25, 2017 through November 21, 2017 current expense bill list for check numbers 17395 to 17972 totaling $621,427.95.



Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote

Motion made by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve budget transfers in the amount of $3,867.55 as presented for the period September 20, 2017 through October 24, 2017, noting that Commissioner approval was not required as the year to date transfers on a cumulative basis do not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8.1.



Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote

Motion made by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve budget transfers in the amount of $2,517 as presented for the period October 25, 2017 through November 21, 2017, noting that Commissioner approval was not required as the year to date transfers on a cumulative basis do not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8.1.



Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote

VIII.
PUBLIC INPUT

None
Student Representative Lauren Kelson gave her report.  

IX.
CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Mr. Cohen presented his Chief School Administrator’s report as attached.


ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.  


Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS
Motion made by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey, to approve the following board affairs agenda items 1.1 through 1.7.


Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.  
1.1 To accept Bernadette Preiss’ letter of resignation from the Alpha Board of Education effective October 5, 2017.
1.2 To approve the Comprehensive Maintenance Plan (CMP).

1.3 To approve the Annual Maintenance Budget Amount Worksheet (M-1).
1.4    To approve the QSAC Statement of Assurance. 

1.5    To approve the Nursing Services Plan. 

1.6    To accept the Statement of Assurance for School Year 2017-2018- NJ Quality Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC).

1.7    To approve the School Safety Specialist job description as presented. 
Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Loretta Reed, to approve the following business affairs agenda items 2.1 through 2.3.


Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.  
2.1 To accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and Auditor’s   

      Management Report on Administrative Findings for the Year Ending June 30, 

      2017 and order that a copy be filed in the business office and with the New 

      Jersey Department of Education.

2.2 To acknowledge that there were no audit recommendations under the following 

       headings and to approve the corrective action plan.

Audit for Year Ending June 30, 2017



Schedule of findings of Non-Compliance


None

Summary of Recommendations

1.  Administrative Practices and Procedures



None



2.  Financial Accounting and Reporting



None



3.  School Purchasing Programs




None



4.  School Food Service





None



5.  Student Body Activities





None



6.  Applications for State School Aid




None



7.  Pupil Transportation





None



8.  Facilities and Capital Assets




None



9.  Miscellaneous






None



10.  Follow-up on prior year findings




None
2.3 To enter into a joint transportation agreement with the Pohatcong Township School District for the 2017-18 school year at a total annual cost of $66,236.24 with terms as presented.
Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS
Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Lisa LaCaruba, to approve the following personnel affairs agenda items 3.1 through 3.4.

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.
3.1 To approve the following Jump Start Instructors, on an as needed basis, at a rate of $35 per hour to be paid with NCLB funds: Joan Kern, Kristi Horan, Marissa Galfo, Ernie Kaminski, Lori Walker, Nancy Semanick and Jessica Kelliher.

3.2 To approve Susan Lawson as a substitute teacher for the 2017-18 school year. 

3.3 To approve Patricia Cote and Diane Laustsen as Drama Club advisors to be paid at the stipend amount per the CBA.

3.4 To approve a horizontal guide move for Melissa Guderian from Step F, MA to Step F, MA+15 resulting from the completion of the appropriate course work. 

Consent Agenda Motion:  SCHOOL AFFAIRS

Motion made by Elyse Fahey, seconded by Loretta Reed, to approve the following school affairs agenda items 4.1 through 4.5.
Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.  

4.1 To approve a contract with the Phillipsburg School District for a personal aide for the identified student during the 2017-18 school year at an annual cost of $3,634.

4.2 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences:

· Kimberly Gilles to the HIB Training Program in Toms River, NJ on 11/1/17.  Cost is $95 registration and mileage. 
· Seth Cohen to attend the New Jersey Superintendent’s Study Council program on the dates presented.  Cost is $600 membership.
4.3 To approve the following building use requests:

· Alpha School on the week of 12/4/17 in room 11 and the cafeteria/gym for the Scholastic Book Fair. 

· PTO on 10/20/17 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm in the cafeteria and gym for a grades 5-8 dance. 
· AYAA on 10/23/17 through 3/29/18, Mondays through Thursdays from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the gym for basketball practices and games.

· AYAA on 12/27/17 to 12/30/17 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the gym for basketball practice.

· AYAA on Saturdays from 1/6/18 through 3/24/18 from 8:00 am  to 4:00 pm in the gym for basketball games.

· Student Council on Tuesdays, beginning on 10/24/17 to 6/5/18, from 2:40 pm to 3:15 pm in room 14 for meetings. 

· Warren County Prosecutor’s Office on 11/13/17 beginning at 6:30 pm in the library for parents and on 11/14/17 in the library for grades 6-8 for an internet safety presentation.
· Stephanie Flynn on 11/6/17 beginning at 6:00 pm in room 18 for a Students of Enrichment Parental Meeting.
· Alpha PTO on 11/17/17, 11/20/17 and 11/21/17 from 7:45 am to 1:15 pm in the cafeteria for Santa’s Workshop.
· Alpha PTO on 2/23/18 from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm in the lobby, gym and cafeteria for the Valentine’s Dance. 
· Book Fair Family Night on 12/5/17 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
4.4 To approve the following fundraiser requests:

· Holiday Dessert Raffle by the 8th grade class to raise money for 8th grade expenses.
· Selling of root beer floats by the 8th grade class on 10/6/17 to raise money for 8th grade trips.
· Halloween Decorating House Contest by the PTO.
· Stop & Shop “A+ School Rewards Program”.
· Frank’s Trattoria fundraiser by the 8th grade on 11/15/17 to raise money for 8th grade field trip.
· Fall Theme Snack fundraiser by the 8th grade on 10/27/17 to raise money for 8th grade field trip.
· Pasta fundraiser by the 8th grade during November 2017 to raise money for the 8th grade field trip.
· 8th grade hot chocolate and cookie fundraiser as well as holiday dessert raffle tickets during Book Fair Family Night.
4.5 To approve the field trips for the 2017-18 school year as presented. 

X. 
NEW BUSINESS

Lisa LaCaruba ask that it be confirmed that parent supervision is expected during the AYAA events and that only the gym is to be used.
Jennifer Pettinelli confirmed that the next meeting date was December 19th and asked if the members had any conflicts.  

The Board will hold its January re-organizational meeting on January 2nd at 6:00 pm.
XI.
PUBLIC INPUT

None
XII.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 p.m. on a motion by Loretta Reed, seconded by Elyse Fahey.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim Mantz

Business Administrator/ Board Secretary
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